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First of all, on behalf of the board, I wish you

and your family a very healthy and safe 2020. In the wake of COVID-

19, please make sure you take all the precautions

suggested by the Municipal & Government authorities.

I am deeply saddened by the direct and sudden impact of the virus,

but remain optimistic and have the utmost confidence in the global and

Canadian effort to minimize the spread of this virus. We encourage

you to subscribe and like our Facebook page - @GPACcanada and our

twitter handle #gpaccanada to stay in touch. GPAC family members

have and are doing whatever they possibly can to serve the Canadian,

Gujarati, Indian and Global community with their donations, service,

and support during this pandemic. There are examples of selfless

service to mankind like never before – food distribution, grocery pick

ups, cash & kind donations, masks & PPE, new software, apps, videos,

information sharing, etc. This newsletter will provide information

about the contributions of our GPAC family. This is also the time to

celebrate our signature event, Gujarat Gaurav Divas where we honor

the Gujarati stalwarts who have contributed to the betterment of our

community. We had to unfortunately cancel the event planned on May

2nd at Chandni Banquet Hall, Brampton. We thank everyone who

submitted their nominations already. We will extend the nomination

period to May 31st 2020 so that we can get maximum participation.

Please nominate people you think deserve this award as soon as

possible! 
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One of GPAC members and a prominent personality of our Indian

community, Ms. Sharmishtha Joshi, organized a COVID-19

support team. She was supported by Nila Modi (sewing team lead),

Chiman Mistry (Mornelle Drug Mart), Silver Hotel Group, group

of sewing volunteers, Mudra, Premal, Hassu, Shalini and many

more. On a weekly basis they donate about 2000 home stitched

masks to City of Toronto, Scarborough Health Network and health

affiliations. For General public they have three pick up locations –

Brampton. Scarborough & Stouffville – if you need any  or want to

donate, please reach out to Sharmiben and

visit https://www.facebook.com/Covid19-Support-Team-

101702401511936/?modal=admin_todo_tour.

 

 

 

Jashbhai Patel, GPAC advisory council and member who

owns ECI Technology Group Inc has successfully shifted

production into manufacturing supplies that are essential

for ventilators to help the Canadian government and other

subsidiaries. As you know, Ventilators are needed when

COVID-19 patients are admitted to ICU for acute

respiratory and lung issues to save lives. This is the

commodity in maximum demand all over the world, we

are proud of you Jashbhai!

Sewa Canada & Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh are NFP

organizations helping many International students and

vulnerable in many cities like GTA, London, Kitchner,

Barrie, Windsor, Saskatoon, Montreal, etc. by donating 2

weeks of groceries and cooked food to Corona infected

patients with the help of 180 volunteers. Also educated

students about precautions to take during COVID-19 and

provided information about government benefits. Contact

our Nareshkumar Chavda for any assistance registering

students for this cause.

COVID-19 SUPPORT TEAM 

Parth Patel, our member who manages health startup,

Writi is doing all it can to help stop the long-term care

homes tragedy. The company’s virtual healthcare

platform fosters efficiency and communication (even in

remote work) among healthcare professionals, so that

they may focus on what matters most: saving their

parents.



Many community members donated their talent, time

and cash by organizing live music programs. GPAC

members Lalit Thaker (live Lata night - Meri Awaaz

Meri Pehchaan with Prabhaji), Jitendra Joshi (& his

son Mehul Joshi – Live Gujarati Jalso) and Harkant

Patel (Yeh Sham Mastani) organized & hosted live

music programs on TV Chaar & Facebook

live. Jaymin Thakkar (Apano Gujarati) started Live

Instagram chat show with Gujarati Singer Aishwarya

Majmudar & Jigardan Gadhvi. Jaymin also arranged

online Tambola for families and donated $500+ to

William Osler Hospital.

 Our member, Pankaj Dave along with  Hindu

Federation & Canada India Foundation (CIF) have

undertaken a massive drive to help International

students, seniors, during COVID 19. By providing

grocery, cooked meals, transportation, and in some

cases, financial assistance, they have set a noble

example. Besides, for the frontline health workers,

pre-cooked fresh meals been served to hospitals.

 

 

COVID-19 Support Team Cont'd

To appreciate the services of Doctors, Nurses and

entire staff of Emergency ward staff of Brampton

Civic Hospital, Our members Don Patel & Pathik

Shukla, along with other volunteers served pizzas

and burgers donated by Boston Pizza. To help the

seniors, students and normal Canadians, free food

distribution was organized at Brampton & Etobicoke.

The food was sponsored by Jayshil Patel, Gujarati

Food – About 1500 food packets were distributed to

many in presence of Mayor of Brampton Patrick

Brown & MPP Amarjyot Sandhu.

CGI, Toronto office requested GPAC President to create an

informational video to help International Students to

understand CERB, EI benefits. Piyushbhai Mody, CPA, CA

created this video which was posted on twitter

#gpaccanada which was retweeted by High Commissioner

Ajay Bisaria, CGI Toronto Apoorvaji which received 7000

impressions and huge engagements. Many other members

Naresh Chavda, Bharat Chavda, and Bhavik Parikh

have also participated in such knowledge sharing live

events.








